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My beloved Sisters and Brothers,

Our spring meetings have just ended. The meetings of our Supreme
Council preceded our meetings with the Presidents of Sectors for an
essential exchange of information.

Our symposium of Friday March 27t on the theme: "Science and
Spirituality", in a packed Groussier Temple, with more than 350
participants, in the presence of all the other Jurisdictions of the GODF and
sister Scottish Rite Jurisdictions, was a great success thanks to the quality
of the contributions and the debates that followed. Through this
symposium, the Freemasons of our Scottish Rite Jurisdiction wanted above
all to insist on the fact that Spirituality and Science are more relevant than
ever. They must absolutely maintain their roles in the enlightened reflection
that must preside over any democratic debate, in a world where the "Dark
Enlightenment" movement opposes all developments in science that go
against its ideology. As for spirituality, as our M.IIL.Br. Didier Desor,
organizer of our conference, recalled, "new roads of the self ... are
developing", ignoring the spirit of the Enlightenment which must illumine
our reason with conscience by opening up to the Other!

As every year, our Spring Grand Lodge that followed, on Saturday, March
28t aimed to celebrate the return of life and the advent of a spring that
should be synonymous with rebirth and hope. Unfortunately, we find that
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the death and darkness of winter are still spreading over the earth. The
spring equinox, heralding more light in the northern hemisphere, does not
completely chase away the darkness of the nights from the world around
us. The jealousy, hatred, and boundless ambition of the three criminal
fellowcraft always breed violence and death.

Peace is a shared goal, the means to achieve it are not always consensual,
but we nevertheless share this moral imperative, which is an ideal to which
every Freemason aspires.

"No man is so devoid of reason as to prefer war to peace," wrote Herodotus
in the fifth century BCE.

The news in the Middle East with the firebrand of the war in Iran and the
threat of a conflagration in the Persian Gulf, or even more, is just another
example. Let us have a fraternal thought for our Sisters and Brothers of
Israel and Lebanon.

We fully share the proposal of Immanuel Kant who, in his Project for
Perpetual Peace, claims that reason must prevail over all battlefields,
whether 1deological, metaphysical, political, and thus become
cosmopolitan.

Scottish Rite Masonic methodology invites us, through all its rituals and in
the words of the German philosopher and essayist Peter Sloterdijk, to "the
domestication of the human being by himself”. We hereby make our own
the postulate of this human perfectibility, which we try to concretize in our
approach within our Lodges of Perfection of the Grand College of Scottish
Rites - Grand Orient of France, and in all our Lodges. This perfectibility
must manifest itself in our ability to know how to detach our wrists from
inaction! We cannot remain silent, because "silence itself takes on a
formidable meaning”3 Albert Camus reminded us, in the face of the
recurrent violence that surrounds us, physical, verbal and psychological. In
the face of all forms of violence, we must react and contribute to the re-
establishment of a word of hope, as our Secret Master ritual reminds us.
Our task 1s also fo elucidate and reflexively improve the daily
understanding of the world and of ourselves. This is the public task given
to philosophy by Jiirgen Habermas, who has just passed away, on 14 March
last - we make it our own as members of our Scottish RiteJurisdiction.



[ will conclude this letter with the words of our Grand Master Pierre
Bertinotti who, at the end of the conference, expressed himself as follows: "
We have a duty to defend reason against obscurantism and knowledge
against ignorance. This fight is ours. It is the voice of all those who, in our
lodges, work tirelessly for the elevation of humanity. And I know how much
the members of the REAA contribute to this with commitment and
consistency. »

I embrace you all very fraternally, my dear Brothers and Sisters, the wind
of hope and the light of reason will help to chase away the darkness: let us
mourn... . but let us hope!

M.I1.Br. Christian CONFORTINI, 33°

M.P.S.G.C, GCDRE-GODF

P



