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My beloved Sisters and Brothers,

The month of May has just ended, the season of cherries is coming to
an end: 1t was quite eventful in our Jurisdiction.

I will first mention the Meetings open to Masters, organized throughout
France: they are crucial both for the dissemination of our ideas and the
co-optation of new members, they have met with their usual success.

Several regional and sectoral symposia have been organized:

- The symposium Chevalier de Saint-George, a great figure of
mixed ethnicity of the Enlightenment, on the theme "Is the Tout-
monde' the Future of the World? of April 24®, which was held in
Lamentin in Guadeloupe, was a great success, with an immediate
edition of the proceedings.

- The regional symposium "Freemasonry in the Light of Modernity"
was held in Arc-et-Senans, on May 9%, on the magnificent site of
the Royal Saltworks that Claude-Nicolas Ledoux, humanist and

! Edouard Glissant. Traité du tout-monde (Poétique IV) (Paris : Gallimard, 1997). Treatise on the Whole-World,

trans. Celia Britton (Liverpool University Press, 2020).
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utopian architect, built between 1775 and 1779. Nearly 200
participants met there for a day of listening and debate.

- The Montpellier symposium, on the theme: "Trajectory and
Perspective of Freemasonry", in the homeland of Cambaceres, at
the Rabelais Centre, was just as rich, with more than 200
participants, and in the presence of the local Members of the
Governing Council, representing our Grand Master.

- We should not forget the Féte de I'Ecossisme, on May 30" in
Limoges, bringing together our Lodges from the greater Murat
region.

All these events demonstrate the regional and national vitality of our
Jurisdiction, and the strength of the principles we share with our
Obedience, the G...O..D..F .., to fight against all these dark lights that

try to question the progress of the last two centuries.

Nor should we forget the last two publications of the Scottish Essays
(Nos. 32 and 33), which present the proceedings of the conference on
"Universalism" (inter-jurisdictional symposium of our Obedience), and
the symposium on "The Convent of Lausanne" (evolved jointly with the
friendly Scottish Jurisdictions), and which are so many proofs of the
intellectual quality of shared reflections.

The proceedings of the conference on "Science and Spirituality" will
follow at the beginning of the academic year.

This month of May was also rich, in terms of our international actions.
We met in Rome for the Scottish Europe-Mediterranean Continental
Conferences, organised by the Supreme Council of the Grand Lodge of
Italy of 1805, the oldest European Jurisdiction after ours. The attending
Jurisdictions, all signatories of the Great Universal Charter, shared their
work on the theme " The AASR, a European Humanist Project”. A
summary of this work was presented and a joint declaration was adopted
unanimously. It reminds us of the essential humanist principles that we
share beyond our borders, which place men and women



at the centre of a common horizon and recall the principles of secularism
and freedom of conscience which ought to be shared.

This declaration was accompanied by unanimous support for our Sisters
and Brothers in Lebanon who were absent because of the war: they
provided an excellent report that was presented.

We must tirelessly remind ourselves that we must disarm words and we
will contribute to disarming the earth through incessant and fruitful
action.

June is here, with its cohort of elections that will renew all our colleges,
and it was the same within our Supreme Council. For my part, with the
support of each member of our Supreme Council, our Sector Presidents
and all of you, I will perform one last year as Grand Commander: we
must know how to pass on the flame that will be fanned by the breath
of new living forces.

Finally, I would like to share with you this beautiful thought bequeathed
to us by Edgar Morin, who has just left us; It is taken from an article in
Le Monde of April 11%:

"I doubt any assertion until I have proof of its veracity. I doubt humanity
while believing in it. I have faith in love and fraternity."

How can we not share 1t?

Have a great summer, everyone. I embrace you, my Sisters and
Brothers. We will meet again for our Grandes Tenues at the Zenith of
Paris from September 9 to 12 as part of our various meetings.

M.IL.Br. Christian CONFORTINI, 33°

M.P.S.G.C, GCDRE-GODF
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